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Hersby Students to Represent Sweden in Europe 
 
Four students from Hersby Secondary High School have been chosen to represent 
Sweden in the European Youth Parliament. The delegates will gather in Dublin on Nov 
9. 
 
-   I have always been interested in questions regarding our society and I think it’s going 
to be great fun to go, says Mimi Söderblom, one of the students. 

   She, Fredrik Cavalli-Björkman, Nils Henckel, and Ludvig Persson, and four students from 
Kungsholmen’s Secondary High School have been chosen to represent Sweden during the 
nine-day long international session. Totally 300 students, not only from within the EU, will 
participate. 

 
     The aim of the EYP is to give young people from different countries an opportunity to co-

operate; they will also have to put together resolutions which will eventually be handed over 
to the ‘real’ European Parliament where they do wish to be informed of young people’s views 
on European questions, e.g. environment, racism and hostility towards foreigners, and 
economics. 

 
-   I think that by getting into questions and finding solutions to problems, we will have an 
experience which will serve us in the future, says Ludwig Persson. 
 
The students have been chosen through various competitions; first an essay competition 
where winners were gathered in the Swedish Parliament’s second chamber for a national 
session. The students showing the greatest form at the debates, arguing their cases, were 
chosen by a jury.   
 
-   I made a speech about integrating entrepreneurship into education, says Mimi Söderblom. 
 
In Dublin in Ireland the students will be divided into various committees, dealing with 
questions such as economics, environment, hostility towards foreigners, and integration. 
There will be a teambuilding weekend in the beautiful area of Blessington, before the session 
in Dublin gets going.    
 
-   I think the EYP is a contributing factor to the increased understanding for the EU among 
young people, says Fredrik Cavalli-Björkman. 
 
Ever since the start in 1987, tens of thousands of European students have participated in the 
sessions. Three sessions are held every year. The main issue at the Dublin session will be the 
environment. 
 
Our task before the session was  to create a poster about a local environmental problem.We 
chose to illustrate algal bloom, caused by the acts of the Baltic Sea countries, says Mimi 
Söderblom. 

 



Anne-Marie Eriksson, language teacher at Hersby Secondary High School, and responsible 
for the school’s involvement in the EYP, will accompany the students. 

-   Since 1998 it’s the fifth time that students from our school have qualified for the 
European Youth Parliament, she tells us, not without certain pride in her voice.         

 
 

 

    


